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Kalebey Local Act�on Group (Den�zl�)
�mplemented the "Sandras Sky Observat�on
Events" project under the pr�or�ty of
"development of rural tour�sm products".

Human be�ngs have always been cur�ous
about the sky s�nce the f�rst day. She tr�ed to
observe celest�al bod�es and the�r
movements w�th var�ous tools, somet�mes
just for cur�os�ty and somet�mes for the
purpose of plann�ng her act�v�t�es. Today,
these events have become a new rural
tour�sm model, wh�ch �s organ�zed w�th a
h�gh number of part�c�pants and prov�des
mob�l�ty and econom�c return to the reg�on.

A NEW TOURISM MODEL:
ASTRO-TOURISM
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When �t comes to astro-tour�sm, travel to the moon or
planets �n the solar system comes to m�nd �mmed�ately.
Today, however, astro-tour�sm �s a tour�sm act�v�ty that
�nvolves watch�ng the sky and v�s�t�ng astronomy-related
fac�l�t�es such as observator�es. The ma�n purpose of
astro-tour�sm �s to observe the sky not only w�th
profess�onal equ�pment such as a telescope, but also by
amateur observers w�th the naked eye or w�th tools such
as a camera. Th�s requ�res certa�n geograph�cal
cond�t�ons such as the absence of l�ght pollut�on �n that
reg�on and the favorable factors such as w�nd, dust and
he�ght.

Topuklu Plateau, located �n the Beyağaç d�str�ct of
Den�zl�, where all these cond�t�ons come together
perfectly, �s one of the prom�nent reg�ons �n our country
�n th�s sense. Accord�ng to sc�ent�f�c cr�ter�a, the
br�ghtness of the sky �n a place can be a max�mum of 22
magn�tudes/angleseconds. Th�s value was measured at a
near-perfect level of 21.86 �n the Topuklu Plateau. Th�s
attracted the attent�on of many sky observers, espec�ally
astronomers.

Kalebey Local Act�on Group took act�on to turn th�s
�nterest �nto a tour�sm event and organ�zed a jo�nt event
w�th the stakeholders �n the reg�on. For th�s event, wh�ch
was held for the f�rst t�me �n Den�zl�, 22 telescopes were
�nstalled by  Prof. Dr. Ethem Derman and h�s team. In
add�t�on, 21 astro photographers had the opportun�ty to
photograph the clear sky unt�l dawn. In add�t�on, a total
of 450 sky enthus�asts set up the�r tents and part�c�pated
�n the tra�n�ng act�v�t�es held dur�ng the day and even�ng,
and sky observat�ons at n�ght.

Ch�ldren were not forgotten at the event. Other act�v�t�es such as
games w�th the theme of recogn�z�ng the sky , an award-w�nn�ng
pa�nt�ng compet�t�on and exh�b�t�on on the theme “Space �n My
Dreams”, and a water rocket show �n the open area were also
held for ch�ldren.

LAG representat�ves, who are very pleased w�th the �nterest �n
the event, state that the�r next a�m �s to apply to the
Internat�onal Dark Sky Parks Assoc�at�on, wh�ch �s
headquartered �n the Un�ted States, to obta�n a Dark Sky Park
cert�f�cate. It has already been appl�ed for. The sky observat�on
act�v�t�es, wh�ch w�ll be held �n Topuklu Plateau on 13-16 July
2023, are planned to be held �nternat�onally th�s t�me.

In the l�ght of the exper�ences ga�ned from th�s event, the
'Tour�sm Workshop' was another act�v�ty planned by Kalebey
LAG on 12 July 2023 �n cooperat�on w�th the Turk�sh Travel
Agenc�es Assoc�at�on and Pamukkale Un�vers�ty Faculty of
Tour�sm �n order to develop 'Astro Tour�sm' act�v�t�es �n the
Kalebey LAG area and to �ncrease the�r recogn�t�on. The a�m �s to
make the reg�on a brand �n the f�eld of astro-tour�sm.
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